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. ANNEXURE 1 :

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
(Civil Writ Jurisdiction)

W.P. (P.I.L.) NO. &6 _/2017

. Iy IN THE MATTER OF :.
[ y 6

Jan > I 57 "2> An Application under

F vl Article-226 of the
Q/’(;ﬁ/ 9\ Constitution of India;
AND

IN THE MATTER OF :-

Md. Sarfraz, S/o Sk. Amin, R/o Mahagama, P.O. & P.S.

Mahagama, District Godda.

... Petitioner

-~:Versus:-

1. The State of Jharkhand;

F 2. The Deputy Commissioner, Godda having office at P.QO. &-,-

P.S. Godda, District Godda;
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:3. The Eastern Coalfields Limited, through its Chief General

4. The Project Officer, Eastern Coalfield Limited, Rajmahal

1J

Manager, having office at Lalmafia, P.O. & P.S. Lalmatia,
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District Godda.

Project, Lalmatia, P.O. & P.S. Lalmatia, District Godda.
5. The Director, Mines Safety, Directorate of Mines Safety

having office at Dhanbad, P.O. & P.S. Dhanbad, District

Dhanbad.
6. The Central Beaureu of Investigation, having office at

Karmik Nagar, Dhanbad, P.O. & P.S. Saraidhella, District

Dhanbad.

7. M/s Mahalaxmi represented through its Managing Director,

having office at Urjanagar, Mahagarna' P.O. & P.S.

Qe

Mahagama, District Godda \\ \
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fapglllcatlon the requisite number ! COpY requisite stamps copy was ready for Dote of making
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND, RANCHI

ORDER SHEET
Case No. : WP-PIL - 66 of 2017
MD SARFRAZ e Petitioner
Versus
THE STATE OF JHARKHAND AND ORS Respondents
Sk Date of ORDER WITH SIGNATURE Office notes as action
No.  Order (if any) taken on order
01/ 06.01.2017  Filed
Put up for ORDERS

Sd/- Kumar Kamal
Joint Registrar (List & Computer}



IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
W.P.(PIL) No. 66 of 2017
Md. Sarfraz Petitioner
Versus
The State of Jharkhand & Ors - Respondents
CORAM: HON'BLE THE ACTING CHIEF JU STICE
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ANANDA SEN
For the Petitioner . Mr.Lukesh Kumar, Advocate
For the Respondents - Mr. Anil Kumar Sinha, Sr. Advocate
Mr. Rajesh Lala, Advocate
Mr. Arpit Kumar, Advocate
Mr. Arvind Kumar J.C. to G.P.II

For the Respondent No.6 : Mr. K.P.Deo, Advocate
For the Respondent No.5: Mr. Rajiv Sinha, ASGI

03/Dated: 11__‘:h January, 2017

-‘Asg:prajed for by the _parties,;qu-f:up this case tomorrow

i e on 12:01.2017.
: p-c-T)
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
W.P. (PIL) No. 66 of 2017

Md. Sarfraz Petitioner

- Versus
The State of Jharkhand & Ors. Respondents
CORAM: HON'’BLE THE ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE
HON'’BLE MR. JUSTICE ANANDA SEN

For the Petitioner : Mr. Lukesh Kumar, Adwv.

For the Respondents : Mr. Anil Kumar Sinha, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Rajesh Lala, Adv.
Mr. Arpit Kumar, Adw.

For the Respondent no. 6 : Mr. K.P. Deo, Adv.
For the Union 6f India  : Mr. Rajiv Sinha, A.S.G.I.

Order No. 04 : Dated 12" January, 2017

Learned counsel for the;re’s;pondeht’- Eastern Coalfield :Li'mited, is
directed to file an affidavit méntioning therein that as to how.many
persons had entered into the miineé, :hows many persons had escaped and
also how many dead bodies w’éré: re_c_o\_./ere:d:from the mines__ahd handover
a copy of the said affidavit to Mr. R'aj iv Sinha, A.S.G.I. well iniadVancen.

Put up this case on 17" January, 2017.
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
W.P.(PIL) No. 66 of 2017

Md. Sarfraz, son of Sk. Amin, resident of Mahagama, P.O. & P.5.Mahagama,
District Godda Petitioner.

Versus
1. The State of Jharkhand
2. The Deputy Commisstoner, Godda having office at P.C. & P.S. Godda,
District Godda.
3. The Eastern Coalfields Limited through its Chief General Manager,
having office at Lalmatia, P.O. & P.S. Lalmatia, District Godda.
4. The Project Officer, Eastern Coalfields Limited, Rajmahal Project,
Lalmatia, P.O. & P.S. Lalmatia, District Godda.,
5. The Director, Mines Safety, Directorate of Mines Safety having office at
Dhanbad, P.O. & P.S. Dhanbad, District Dhanbad.
6. The Central Bureau of Investigation, having office at Karmik Nagar,
Dhanbad, P.O. & P.S. Saraidhella, District Dhanbad.
7. M/s Mahalaxmi represented through #s Managing Director, having office
at Urjanagar, Mahagama, P.O. & P.5. Mahagama, District Godda.

Respondent.
CORAM ; HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE PRADIP KUMAR MOHANTY, A.C.J.

HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ANANDA SEN :
For the Petitioner(s) ; Mr. Lukesh Kumar, Advocate.
For the ECL ; Mr. Anit Kumar Sinha, Sr. Advocate,

Mr. Rajesh Lala. Advocate. '

For Respondentno.6 Mr. K.P. Deo. Advocate.
For the Union of India Mr. Rajiv Sinha, ASGI

06/24.01.2017° A supplementary affidavit has been filed by Mr. Rajiv Sinha, ASGI
on behalf of the Director of Mines Safety, (respondent no.5) today in the Court.

Office is directed to tag the same with the record of this case

Mr. Rajiv Sinha, ASGI, seeks time to submit an enquiry report. He
submits that the Director of Mines Safety will complete the enquiry by the end
of February, 2017 and will submit enquiry report in a sealed cover.

As prayed for by Mr. Rajiv Sinha, ASGI. list this case on
08.03.2017 under the same heading.

Ms Puja Kumari undertakes to file her Vakalatnama on behalf of

the respondent no.7, Contractor. ,

This Court directs the Intervenor Mr. Jagdish Narayarn Singh to !
supply copy of the Intervention petition to Rajiv Sinha. ASGI, and counsel 1‘
appearing on behalf of the other respondents within 3 days from today. E
|

Ed/- Pzl Kumanss MMM?‘ 9/9'¢°f)
- ((Arnanda Sern, 7O




IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
W.P.(PIL) No. 66 of 2017
Md. Sarfraz ..... Petitioner.
Versus
The State of Jharkhand & Ors ... Respondents

CORAM: HON'BLE THE ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ANANDA SEN

For the Petitioner(s) : Mr. Lukesh Kumar, Advocate

For the ECL : Mr. Anil Kumar Sinha, Sr. Advocate
Mr. Rajesh Lala, Advocate

For the U.O.1 : Mr. J.C. to A.S.G.I

For Respondent no.7 : Mr. A.K.Das, Advocate

07/Dated: 08‘5 March, 2017

.L-ea;oed JC ‘to ASGI submits .t.helt' an enquiry has been
-conduct'e:d”‘;:in. the ‘matter and action . has been taken.
He submits that the en:_c.lu-ir:y report is in a sealed cover and is
with him.

This Court d1rects the pet1t1oner to produce the F.IR.
'lodged by the pohce on the next date. On the next date the

enqwry report in sealed cover Wlll also be produced

' Llst ‘_ch1s c_a_se after two week_s_.
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
W.P. (PIL) No. 66 of 2017

Md. Sarfraz . Petitioner
Versus

1. The State of Jharkhand

2. The Deputy Commissioner, Godda

3. The Eastern Coalfields Limited

4, The Project Officer, Eastern Coalfields Limited, Rajmahal Project,

Lalmatia, Godda

The Director, Mines Safety, Directorate of Mines Safety, Dhanbad
The Central Bureau of Investigation, Dhanbad

M/s Mahalaxmi, represented through its Managing Director,
Urjanagar, Mahagama, Godda

N,

Respondents

CORAM: HON'BLE THE ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE RATNAKER BHENGRA
For the Petitioner: M/s. Lukesh Kumar, Krishna: Sharik"ar Advocates
For the Respondents: M/s. Rajiv Sinha (A.S.G.|.), Anil Kumar Sinha (Sr.
Advocate), Rajesh Lala, Amit Kumar Das Puja
Kumari, Advocates o
08/Dated: 30th June, 2017
Per D.N. Patel. ACJ

1) Counsel for respondent Nos.3 and 4 seeks time to file reply.f B

2)  Counsel for the respondent No.5 has tendered report of the'enquiry
conducted under Section 23 of the Mines Act, 1952. The said report is in
sealed cover which is take on record. |

3) This copy of the‘report in two sets will be-m_a'ir_]tained. 'a-s it is in the

sealed cover by the fReg' istrar General of this Court which will be handed
over to the Court as and when required. - i

4) Counsel for the respondent no.5 submitted that on the basis of
aforesaid report, complaint petition has already been filed before the
Chief Judicial Magistrate, District —~ Godda, against several officers of
respondent Nos.3 and 4 as well as against other persons.

5) Time to file an affidavit by respondent nos.3 and 4 is granted.

6) This matter is adjourned to be enlisted on 4th Augqust, 2017.

&df- /D-N-M; ACT )
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI .@

W.P. (PIL) No. 66 of 2017
Md. Sarfraz Petitioner
Versus
The State of Jharkhand and others ... Respondents

CORAM: HON'BLE THE ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE RATNAKER BHENGRA

For the Petitioner: M/s. Lukesh Kumar, Advocate
For the Respondents: M/s. Anil Kumar Sinha (Sr. Advocate), Rajesh Lal,
Arpit Kumar, J.C.to AS.G.I

09/Dated: 08th September, 2017
Per D.N. Patel, ACJ

At the request of learned counsel for the petitioner, this matter is

adjourned to be enlisted on 15th September, 2017,

di- (DN - /bl , ACT
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
W.P. (PIL) No. 66 of 2017
Md! Sarfaraz ... Petitioner
-Versus-
The State of Jharkhand & others ... Respondents
CORAM: HON’BLE THE ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE RATNAKER BHENGRA

For the Petitioner : Mr. Lukesh Kumar, Advocate
For the Respondent-State : J.C. to G.P-II
For the Respondent-UOI ; J.C.to A.S.G.L.

For the Respondent-ECL : Mr. Anil Kumar Sinha, Sr. Advocate

Mr. Rajesh Lala, Advocate

Mr. Arpit Kumar, Advocate
For the Respondent-CBI : Mr. Kailash Prasad Deo, Advocate
For Respondent No.7 : Mr. Amit Kumar Das, Advocate

. 10/Dated: 15" September 2017

Oral Order
Per D.N. Patel, A.C.J.:

1. . Having heard learned eoun-sels_ for both the sides and looking to the facts
and circumstances of the case, it appears that as per Section 24 of the Mines
Act, 1952, the Central Government has power to appoint Court of Inquiry in
case of accident in mine.

2. Learned counsel appearing for the Central Government is seeking time to
get instruction especially for appointment of Court of Inquiry, as per Section 24
of the Mines Act, 1952.

3. Time, as prayed for,' is granted.

4. The matter is adjourned on 16" October, 2017.
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11/31.10.2017 At the request of
i Iearned. counsel for the
! respondents, this matter is
| adjourned to be enlisted on
27.11.2017.

S~ DN- etel, ACT )
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
W.B (PIL) No. 66 of 2017

Md. Sarfraz ... Petitioner
-Versus-
The State of Jharkhand & others ... Respondents
CORAM: HON’'BLE THE ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE AMITAV K. GUPTA
For the Petitioner : Mr. Lukesh Kumar, Advocate
For the Respondents : Mr. Anil Kumar Sinha, Sr. Advocate
Mr. Rajesh Lala, Advocate
Mr. Arpit Kumar, Advocate
Mr. Rajiv Sinha, A.S.G 1.
Mr. Niraj Kumar, J.C. to A.S.G.I, -
Mr. Amit Kumar Das, Advocate ™~
Mr. Arbind Kumar, J.C. to G.B-1I
12/Dated: 4™ December, 2017
Oral Order
Per D.N. Patel, A.C.J.:

1. Learned counsel for the petitioner seeks leave to join Central Government
as a party because under Section 24 of the Mines Act, 1952, the powers are
vested in the Central Government.

2. Necessary party will be joined by this petitioner as respondent no.8.
Necessary amendment shall be carried out by red ink in the memo of the writ
petition, during course of the day. .
3. Notice to the newly joined party-respondent no.8. Learned A.S.G.L. waives
notice on behalf of newly joined party and he is seeking time to get instruction.
4. Time, as prayed for, is granted.

5. The matter is adjourned on 29" January, 2018.

6.  Meanwhile, the State Government is directed to file status report of the
investigation so far carried out by the head of the concerned police station, if

not stayed so far.
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‘Godda

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI | _
W.P.(PIL) No. 66 of 2017 RS>

Md. Sarfraz, S/o Sk. Amin, R/o Mahagama, P.Q. & P.S. Mahagama, District

Petitiorier

S -
- Versu
1. The State of Jharkhand

2. The Deputy Commissioner, Godda having office at P.O. & P.S. Godda,

District Godda.

3. The Eastern Coalfields Limited, through its Chief General Manager,

‘having office at Lalmatia, P.O. & P.S. Lalmatia, District Godda.

4. The Project Officer, Eastern Coalfield Limited, Rajmahal Project,
Lalmatia, P.O. & P.S. Lalmatia, District Godda.

5. The Director, Mines Safety, Directorate of Mines Safety having office at
Dhanbad, P.O. & P.S. Dhanbad, District Dhanbad.

6. The Central Bureauoﬁ,luxe.sn,ga,ugw& havmg office at Karmik Nagar,

AM :

e Petitioner b
¢ Respondent State

olira K that L€ 7o ASGI

For the Respondemejm mari, Advocate

Order No. 17 : Dated 5'" April, 2019
Aniruddha Bose, C.J.

This writ petition arises out of an accident which took place in
Lalmatia Open‘ Cast Mines operated by the Eastern Coalfields Limited. The
accider‘.;_t‘_{oo-k place on 29t December,» 2016 resulting in death of at least 23
persens “In this Public Iﬁierest Litigation praye.r is for speedy rescue of the
peréoﬁs and cOmpensa;tion'to thé,familieé of the persons who had died in the
accident. !

2. So far as rescue Opel"él_t,ion'is’ coricerned, the accident took place on 29™

December, 2016. Learn'ed_Sqnibr Counsel appearing for the coal company




(L} L

submits that the rescue operaﬁon 15 by and large complete and the coinpany
is in the process of completing such operation. Hence on that prayer we do
not pass any order at this stage. ..
3. As regards the question of compensation, in the counter affidavit of
respondent no. 3 affirmed on 21% August, 2017, it has been pleaded that ex-
gratia compensation of Rs. 5 lacs for each deceased victim has been paid by
Weorkamen's
the management of the coal company as also payment under Bmployee’s

Compensation Act, 1923 has been made Moreover, the respondent no. 7

‘i‘auggn has made payment
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Section 24 of the Mines Act, 1952, Learned Assistant Solicitor General of

India appearing on behalf of the respondent no. 8 i.e. Secretary, Ministry of

Labour and Employment, submits that since criminal cases are pending as
- _"."E;v .

also because this Court is in 8eisin of the matter, no such step has been taken.

6. We are of the opinion, however, scope for a Court of inquiry to
examine the causes and circumstances attending the accident is much wider

and if any further Sa’fety steps or remedial measures-are required to be taken,

the Court of i mqulry can make recommendanon in that regard. In such

circumstances, Central Govemmen’t should cons1der appointing a Court of

inquiry for the purpose aforesaid‘ as contemplated in Section 24 of the Mines




T
Act, 1952. Such steps shall be taken by the Central Government preferably
Within a period of sixteen weeks.

7. So far as this writ petitigguis cepgerned, we do not find any reason to

keep the same pending. This Public Interest Litigation shall stand disposed

of.
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